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being like the French; they are laughed at here for endeavouring to be like them; and, what is worse, their mimicking their luxury brings them into their necessity, which ends in a most complete imitation indeed, of their mean and servile dependance upon the Court.
I could point out to these itinerant spirits a much shorter, less expensive, and more effectual method of travelling and Frenchifying themselves; which is, if they would but travel to Old Soho, and stay two or three months in le quartier des Grecs; * lodgings and Ugumes are very cheap there, and the people very civil to strangers. There too they might possibly get acquainted with some French people, which they never do at Paris; and, it may be, learn a little French, which they never do in France neither: and I appeal to any one who has seen those venerable personages of both sexes of the refugees, if they are not infinitely more genteel, easier, and better dressed in the French manner, than any of their modern English mimics.
As for our fair countrywomen in particular, they are so valuable, so beautiful a part of our own produce, and in which we so eminently excel all other nations, that I can by no means allow of their exportation : they are surely, if I may say so, much more valuable commodities than wool or fuller's-earth, the exportation of which is so strictly prohibited by our
* The place where most of the descendants of the French refugees then lived Their chapel, in which divme service was, and still continues to be performed, according to the rites of the church of England, had formerly belonged to a congregation of Greeks, and has given its name to all the environs of Soho Square. (Note by Dr. Maty in 1777.)